
NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS MEETING
210 River St., Cook MN 55723; at 12 Noon

Tues., Jan. 17, 2017

Call to Order by Pres. Shawn Kishel:  Lauren Nelson, Vice-Pres.; Lisa Hyppa, 
Treasurer; Judith Ulseth, Secretary; Alberta Whitenack, Gallery Mgr.; Lisa Simensen, 
Gallery Mgr.; Cathryn Peters, member; Kelly Dahl, member; Sue Wolfe, member and 
Lois Garbisch, publicity. Ten total members in attendance.

Alberta was asked to report on scheduled classes in progress for February and March 
while everyone waited for Judith, arriving late.  The exciting new schedule will be 
attached to these minutes.

Secretary Report:  K. Dahl made a motion to accept the minutes as distributed by 
email and the motion carried with a second by L. Hyppa.  A thank you note has been 
sent to Dale and Nan Lundblad to thank them for their donation of two paintings by Lake 
Vermilion artist, Barbara (Raps) Shook. deceased .  A thank you note needs to be sent 
to the Cook Lions Club for their donation of $200 for Cook’s Country Christmas 
celebration.

Treasurers Report:  NWFA cash balance in checking and savings as of Dec. 31, 2016 
Balance Sheet was $15,093. The lease holder (new gallery class room) expense is up 
to $5,658 out of a budgeted $8000.  The work is not complete yet.  Lisa Hyppa believes 
NWFA is doing well and did well, financially in 2016. Lisa S. and L. Nelson made a 
motion to accept the treasurers report as given.  The motion carried unanimously.

2017 Budget:  Ms Hyppa presented a rough draft of the new 2017 budget and 
discussion followed.  It was decided to add a line item under “income” called “Corporate 
Sponsorship”.  Sponsorship will be searched to fund the music for the annual 
fundraising concert.  In 2016 individuals and businesses donated $2,642.  The motion to 
accept the 2017 budget with changes was made and seconded by Shawna Kishel and 
Lauren Nelson.  Carried.

Membership was not reported due to a change in chairmanship from Linda Freeman 
to Vickie Nelson.

Gallery Report Alberta Whitenack:  Art instructors’ fees are already covered in the 
budget but it was decided to charge a minimum fee to defray the cost of a two day class 
$30 per day or $60 for the two day class by Mary Beth Downs at the Community Center 
on Sept. 14 and 15.
Gallery cleaning plans still in committee discussion.
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OLD BUSINESS
The new wireless telephone system is installed at the Gallery at a cost of  $129 a 
month.  The number is 218 780-7130.  Be advised:  it will be difficult to monitor 
messages when the Gallery is not open daily.  Patience is advised. The number must be 
added to NWFA literature. The Gallery is maned Thurs., Fri. and Sat. in winter.
 
Renovation Report:  L. Nelson  reported the back room plumbing not quit done. He is 
also planning a coffee cabinet for the gallery. 

Fundraising Concert:  Lauren reported the contract is signed for $3000 with “Monroe 
Crossing” for Friday, June 9, 2017 and will be held at St. Mary’s Church in Cook again.  

Photo Contest, “Take Your Best Shot”:  Alberta W. distributed a letter and entry form 
as example and discussion took place.  K. Dahl reported the cost of the photo display 
sleeves will be $35 for 50 5x7 and $35 for 25 8x10.  Letters and entry forms will be 
mailed to members soon.  The contest begins Thurs., Feb. 2.  All entries must be 
submitted by Sat., June 3 with the exhibit and voting for “peoples choice award” ($50 
prize) beginning June 8.  
There will be a panel of three judges to choose the best photos, one student ($25 prize) 
and one adult ($75 prize).   Judges will be given $25 and a years NWFA membership.  
Awards and reception will be on June 30th.  Kelly Dahl volunteered to handle the press 
releases to news sources and radio.  There will be a flyer also.  See details in the entry 
packet.

NEW BUSINESS

Youth Program:  Lisa H. presented an exciting program, “Peace Starts With You” with 
the possibility of participation of a well known ceramic artist, Marilyn LIndstrom, from the 
Twin Cities.  Grants and  corporate funding will be sought by Shawna, Lisa and all board 
members.  Art will be created with found trash in a “community pickup.”  It is hoped 
there will be a theatrical performance included.  This may work into a Cook art piece 
and or maybe a peace pole.  Work in progress.  Student Art begins in June and runs 
until mid August, amidst SAE and Take Your Best Shot in 2017!

Sam Miltich letter of support for a touring grant:  Local musician has put together for 
2018 a musical program with a personal story about living with mental illness and is 
seeking a grant.  He requested, and NWFA agreed, a “confirmed partner” letter and a 
letter of recommendation from a local agency or city.  NWFA agreed to help with this 
effort.  Miltich would like to perform at The Comet in Cook.
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Keith Miessel (played Vincent VanGogh in the Timber Days Parade)  donated to 
NWFA a number of 2017 photo calendars he published.  To benefit NWFA the calendars 
are on sale now at The Gallery for $20.  The beautiful photos were taken on trips into 
The Boundary Waters.

Fri., Feb. 3 North Woods School Empty Bowl fundraiser has requested a donated 
art object for the silent auction and gallon of soup, of course.

Art Dale wrote and published a book:  The book will launch at The Gallery and he 
requested a book review by NWFA.  Judith U. volunteered.

Newspaper Ads by Sue Wolfe:  NWFA has planned to purchase advertising for NWFA 
for six months.  Sue has drawn up samples and will research the cost in local papers 
planning for spring and summer 2017.

There is a Painting Group forming and the planning meeting is Sat., Jan. 21 at The 
Gallery beginning at 1 p.m.

Writers Group Meets Feb. 11 from 1 to 3 p.m.

The next NWFA meeting will be Tues., Feb. 21, 2017 at 12 noon.

Lisa Simensen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 p.m. with a second from 
Judith Ulseth.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted by,

Judith Tuuri Ulseth
secretary
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